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Hello all,

At the May meeting we talked about a couple things I would like to ad-
dress here as well.

I brought up at the meeting the need for the officers of the Barony to have deputies. This
really is a good thing for the officers and for the Barony itself. It gives the officers some-
one to turn to if there is a need that they can not fulfill. It also gives people a chance to
see how that job works without having to take on the full responsibility of the office. If
you are interested in being a deputy for any of the officers please feel free to contact
them. I am SURE you will hear back very quickly and enthusiastically.

The other topic I want to cover from the meeting is having a Baronial Directory. I
brought forth the idea and have offered to orginize the information gathered for a Baro-
nial Directory. This would be like a contact book for the Barony. If you choose to be
listed in the directory we will ask for atleast one form of contact information for you, and
for a bit of other info like your interests and whether you would be willing to teach on
those subjects. Later in the month I will be making an online form for this project. I will
post to the Baronial list and to the Facebook page as well once the form is ready to be
used.

One last thing.... Baronial Unevent is this month. June 16th at Jamestown UMC, 403 E
Main St., Jamestown, N¢ 27282. Please come out and attend the meetings, take the
classes, and enjoy the potluck! There will be a Baronial meeting during lunch and we will

See you all very soon!

Lady Murienne I'aloiere
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Meeting Minutes

The baronial business meeting was held May 20th, a the Granite Quarry Civic Park, 202
W. Peeler St. Granite Quarry, NC at 2:00 pm. Nineteen gentles were in attendance.

The meeting went as follows:

Coronets’ report:

Sacred Stone has decided to stay neutral at WoW for now. The
Chicken Wings War has heated up. Stay tuned for opportunities to
help. There will be a Chicken Wing Challenge at Sacred Stone Baro-
nial Birthday to determine the Chicken Wing Champion to represent Sacred Stone at
WoW. If you want to participate, contact Lady Murienne for rules.

The Coronets presented Thrown Weapons Targets and a basket of goodies (supplied by
Charlesbury Crossing) to the Excellencies of Hawkwood for their Baronial Birthday.

The Green Company is being reviewed. A meeting with Lord Christophe will take place
this week to discuss how it will go forward.

From the Officers:

Seneschal’s Report:
We have a new Prince and Princess, Vlad and Kalisa. They were contacted about having
Coronation at WoW and they declined.

Baronial Unevent is on June 16th. There will be a Baronial meeting during the potluck.
I would like for the Seneschals to meet for a quick meeting in the afternoon. Also, we will
be reviewing the financial policy of the Barony to get it current and in compliance with
Kingdom.

Deputies - I would like to see all of the Baronial officers have a deputy. Having a Deputy
is very useful in cases where you may not be able to attend a meeting or activity. Your
Deputy can step in and represent your office. Also, if you have a Deputy, keep them in the
loop. They need to be up to date with the office and how you are running it. Deputy is a
good way to learn what an office entails so that you can decide if it is an office you might
want to take on at some point. If you want to become a deputy to a baronial officer, con-
tact that officer and talk to them.
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Seneschal’s Report (cont)

Ruby Joust - There is no Baronial camp at Ruby Joust

Pennsic— There is a Baronial Camp at Pennsic. Lady Isabelle is the Steward. PLEASE
contact her if you plan to attend and want space with the Barony.

WoW - There is a Baronial Camp at WoW. Lady Aine is the Steward. Contact her
about camping with the Barony. The Baron and Baroness have asked for the cantons to
camp with the barony again this year.

Exchequer’s Report:

Current checkbook balance is $7,856.21

Quarterly report is done and in.

Chatelaine’s Report:

Gold Key has gotten some donated garb from Egill and Ulivetta.

MOUL’s Report:

I am still looking for a deputy and as far as I know all is well.
The warranted MOLSs can/ should contact me if they need
copies of the Platinum cards or information pertaining to the
Platinum cards. Otherwise there is nothing to tell.

Sincerely

Lady Amye Barrington/ Rhonda Hartley

Heavy Marshal’s Report: Baron Johann Von Rothenburg

As reported by Lord Symon De Ipswich regarding poly swords.

More information to come.
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Herald’s Report:

Quarterly report done and in. There will be a 2:30 Heralds meeting at June Unevent.

There are new rules regarding submission of names and heraldry that is being worked
on . Anything submitted prior to July may be considered under the old rules.

Archery Marshal’s Report: Lord Edward deWitt

No report

Chancellor of Minors Report: L.ady Ealasaid MacDonald

Currently , I do not know if I will be able to attend either Flight of the Falcon or Sacred
Stone ‘s 30 yr. I also have a couple of requests. I would like a banner made reflecting my
office’s badge. This banner will be displayed at selected events. I am seeking volunteers
for War of the Wings. I would like at least one person from Sacred Stone who is willing to
teach a class. $25 was approved to pay for a banner and a belt favor.

Chirurgeon’s Report: Lady Elizabeth (Shrewlet) of Rosewood

Tick season is upon us. According to the CDC the season is going to be bad this year due
to the warmer than normal winter. Be sure to check yourself thoroughly during and af-
ter events for them. Ruby Joust site is exceptionally bad for ticks.

As usual precautionary advice on drinking plenty of water BEFORE events especially if
you are planning to fight and definitely afterwards. Even if you don’t fight, be sure to
stay plenty hydrated. If anyone is interested in becoming a CIT, always looking forward
to new folks, please come and see me if I am at events or via email.
Also, I am looking for helpers for SSBB 30 yr.

Chronicler’s Report: Lady Caitlin MacDonoughue

As of late the newsletter has been a bit short of submissions. I heartily

encourage everyone to send me your information for your events, demos
and activities that are going on in your cantons or households. This is a great way to pub-
licize your upcoming events.

Also a great way to keep the populace and newcomers up to date on your meetings and
A&S nights. Any articles of interest on topics that you think the populace might find in-
teresting would be great also. If all officers and Seneschals could copy me in on your re-
ports, I would greatly appreciate it. I am currently looking for a deputy, please contact

me if you are interested.
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Web Minister’s Report: LLadv Annorah Hall

o Updates to the Financial Policy will be made after Unevent on June 9th.
o No advancements have been made to prevent members from dropping
off the Atlantia hosted servers. The Kingdom office is still investigating so-
lutions.

o All officer emails have been updated.

If there is anyone interested in learning more about the Baronial Website
please contact me at annorahall@yahoo.com

In Service,
Lady Annora Hall

What’s the Buzz? A note from the Sacred Stone Baronial Beekeeper

I believe we are unique in the SCA; I could find no other branch who can boast their
very own Baronial Hive! Last year, the Barony provided more than 13 pounds of local
Sacred Stone Honey to our friends and in gift baskets!

The Apiary was hit hard this winter with the crazy weather, but our double headed
Phoenix standing guard ensured it’s survival and it now thrives. The Baronial Beekeeper
will continue to provide honey and beekeeping related education at home and abroad. If
you have a particular need for Baronial Honey, please contact me with your request at

LadyGreenleafe@gmail.com

Lady Lorelei Greenleafe

Sacred Stone Baronial Beekeeper
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Canton Reports:

Charlesbury Crossing:

The Canton of Charlesbury Crossing: We would like to thank everyone that came out to
A Day in the Park. There was a great turnout and I believe that we were able to educate
our Neighbors in Pineville about the SCA. We do not have any new events planned. We
are meeting about every other week for A&S watch the e-list or our website for updates,
dates and times. As we continue to make plans and prepare for Twelfth Night, our A&S
nights are going to be used to help us get ready..

Aminah

Middlegate:
Middlegate did a demo for the after school care children at Christ United Methodist

Church. They are working on projects for WoW currently.

Baelfire Dunn: Drums of War was a huge success. 217 people attended. The Easter egg

hunt was great fun for the children (and adults). We are continuing to grow with four
new members and a returning one. We are contemplating adding another event next
year by bringing back the Market Day.

Aire Falcon:

No report

Salisberie Glen:

Still here. Lost our new members due to military commitment . Baroness Beatrice has
accepted a position in Salisbury and will be moving in June.

Croix Brigte:

Robin and Aine have taken a well deserved day off. Archery and A&S are still ongoing.
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New Business:

Kingdom Event Bid: Kingdom Arts and Science Festival.

Gise has put forth a bid for KASF. $100 for site fee, dayboard for $2 a head, $8 pre-reg,
$10 at the door, feast $7. Bid was accepted.

Runestone Collegium: Charlesbury is looking into it. They are looking at St. Martin’s
Church as a possible location.

Baronial Directory: Seneschal would like to create a Baronial Directory of active mem-
bers to include titles, contact information, interests, call times to better facilitate con-
tacting members as needed.

Events:

ConCarolinas: Same weekend as Gardens of Thyme, parade of people, Tourney from

10am to 2pm for crown for King of Anarchia. Table will be set up and will need to be
manned. Baroness Beatrice will be the MOL. SCA rate is still available.

Gardens of Thyme: June 2nd. Sign up for classes on line, lunch included, herbal li-
brary, open fire cooking competition.. Lady Murienne is the reservationist. Pot luck—

bring a side dish.

Baronial Unevent: June 16th. See separate page

Flight of the Falcon—August 18th, 2012

30th Year Baronial Birthday—Aug 31—Sept 1st., 2012

To be held at Hidden Mountain State Park at Camp York on Labor day weekend.

Tavern on Friday run by Croix Brigte. Charlesbury Crossing is doing the tavern Satur-
day. A&S has two competitions; Heraldic Display of Ancient Arms and another. Arti-
sans row with Cantons taking 2 hour shifts.
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Events (cont.):

SADD: Sept 7-9th. Archery day the weekend after Baronial Birthday.
“Bubba goes to Scotland” is the theme.

WoW: Plans are moving along. Will have a small meeting after Gardens of Time at
the site. I have confirmation on the size of the leech field. There are two areas. One is the
area where the EQ have camped the past 2 yrs. Alain is working with Dubhghal on get-
ting that worked out. The second is in the area where the merchants used to be along the
tree line. It runs from the trees to the castle, and from the road to the pass through.
Murienne brought up the possibility of having a Baronial dinner on Wednesday eve-

ning. Register for the pentathlon. Backlog for kingdom. Kids activities at Wow. Lots
planned classes. Social on Thursday night. Friday night masked balled with mask con-
tests.

Nottinghill Coill Collegium is July 16th. They are asking for teachers. Lady
Annorah will post a link to the teachers form.

Aethelmarc: A gift basket is needed for Pennsic
Hawkwood Birthday: Hawkwood has decided that Vincenzo is one of their
women due to his outstanding performance during the full body contact mu-

sical chairs.

Next meeting will be at the June 16th Baronial Unevent.
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Baronial Unevent:

June 16th at Jamestown United Methodist Church,
403 E. Main St Jamestown, NC 27282

Benefsa will be in charge this time. She has room for a couple of other classes
or meetings in the afternoon.

Here is the schedule:
Doors open at 9am
10:00 Order of the Phoenix Eye / Claw
11:00 Order of the Sacred Stone / Yoeman
12:00 Lunch
2:30 Seneschal’s Meeting
Herald’s Meeting
Marshall 101
Basic Retaining
Open Scribal begins
3:30 Review of Financial Policy
A&S Meeting
Marshall 102
Open Scribal continues
4:30 Jewelry Making (project TBA)
MOL 101

Open Scribal continues

Page 11



June Schedule of Events for the Barony of the Sacred Stone
Meetings

Baronial Meeting— June 16th. Jamestown United Methodist Church, 403 E. Main
St. Jamestown, NC 27282

Aire Faucon - Tuesday, June Sth
Baelfire Dunn - N/A
Charlesbury Crossing - Monday, June 4th
Crois Brigte - Wed., June 13th
Middlegate - Friday, June 8th
Salesberie Glen - N/A

A&S
Aire Faucon - Tues evenings at rotation locations
Baelfire Dunn - N/A
Charlesbury Crossing - Location to be announced.
Crois Brigte - Dates and locations will be published
Middlegate - Tues 6-9- contact A&S Officer for address
Salesberie Glen -Wed. night every other week

Practices
Aire Faucon - Will be held on canton nights as location allows
Baelfire Dunn - Rapier practice Sundays at Bunker Hill HS
Charlesbury Crossing - N/A
Crois Brigte - Archery Practice on Sundays at rotating locations
Middlegate - Wed and Sunday Heavy Fighter Practice
Salesberie Glen - N/A
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Editor’s Note: I found this article in Stefan’s Florilegium and even though it was
written a while back, it still applies. I hope you find it as educational as I did.

WRITING EFFECTIVE AWARD RECOMMENDATION LETTERS
by Countess Berengaria de Montfort de Carcassonne.

Gentle readers, I am sure that the more experienced among you have read numerous arti-
cles and checklists on this fopic of writing award recommendation letters. For newcomers,
all of the information contained herein will be fresh news. However, this article will be
slightly different than most articles in that it will go beyond the mere form of the letter
and how to set it up, and will go into what to say, and effective ways of saying it.

First of all, it is worthwhile to consider how we decide when an individual is ready to be
recommended for reward in the form of an award. Don't overlook expressions of thanks
and personal tokens as appropriate gestures for "being nice", for singing a good song at a
bardic, for helping you to move. If you sit down o compose an award recommendation and
find yourself drawing on vague stock phrases like "always in the background", consider the
notion that it's perhaps a bit early to be making the recommendation.

Educate yourself about the awards out there. Read up on the award structure of your
kingdom from articles that run in Tournaments Illuminated and from various sources on
the WWW. Observe holders of the awards around you. Ask friends, acquaintances and of-
ficers what they believe o be the requirements.

Having made this assessment, it is up to you to write to the Crown or Coronet when you
feel that someone you know is deserving of an award. Do not wait for others to do it; do
not assume that anyone else has taken care of it, nor that anyone else can say exactly
what you have to say. Loud griping in earshot of perceived "powerful people" will avail you
not at all. Now, having stockpiled some substance, it is time to consider the form of your
letter. A wise bit of advice: it is worthwhile to discover the preferences of the Crown or
Coronet you will be addressing in terms of form and medium. Some titled heads will accept
e-mail; others will not. Some prefer to use forms that they make available. Some prefer
to receive calligraphed recommendations. It is possible to discover these preferences, ei-
ther by approaching the ruling noble in question, or by approaching a member of their
court. It is worthwhile, and respectful, o observe the preferences as far as you are able.
Some of the preferences may be generated by such concerns as inadequate printing facili-
ties or access if both members of a noble couple do not have e-mail; trying to file and
keep track of recommendations (much easier when there is a single page, or single letter,
for each individual); or wanting a more period feel.
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The basics: clearly identify the recommendee by SCA name, mundane name, and SCA
group. Be very clear as to what award you're recommending the person for; don't just
dither on for pages about everything they've done and hope the Crown or Coronet will
pick out something appropriate. Identify the awards the person already has, if any.

The meat of the matter: essentially, you must build a convincing case on which the ruling
nobles can make a decision about someone they possibly have not met. Toward that end,
use very specific examples: what have they done? Where have they done it? For how
long? How did their actions impact the group they live in, or the kingdom as a whole? Op-
erate under the assumption, as you write, that the Crown or Coronet does not know eve-
rything the person has done-especially if it's a Crown from far away-and it is up to you to
illuminate their worthiness. The SCA as a whole tends to have a "local myopia" and as-
sume that the hometown expert is widely known and recognized. This is simply not the
case. The ruling nobles are not omniscient.

Some things to avoid: do not use petitions unless the Crown has said they will consider

them, nor photocopied form letters sent as a packet. The results will vary if you do;

there is sometimes the concern on the part of the reader that some of the signators

may have felt pressured, or may have been too new to understand what they were sign-

ing. Like school, it's best to do your own work. If you feel that you have a problem ade-
quately expressing yourself in writing, by all means seek the assistance of a friend in

setting your thoughts down; but let the thoughts be your own.

Do not spend any time in the letter apologizing for your perceived shortcomings as a person or

as a writer, or "lack of courtly phrases". Strive to write plainly and clearly, but respectfully.

On the matter of problem children: if there has been some sort of problem, real or per-
ceived, with the recommendee in the past, mention head-on how the problem has been
addressed. (If the problem has not been addressed, should you really be recommending
them for an award?) Whatever you do, do not rant about how the person has been over-
looked for political reasons, or make any caustic remarks about how the person will never
be recognized because they don't play political games. Most of the time, you will be in er-
ror about the role of "politics" as opposed to inappropriate actions or, more often, misun-
derstandings. Correcting a behavioral problem is not a political game, it is making a per-
sonal improvement.
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Date and sign the letter. Don't forget your own SCA name, mundane name, address and
other contact information as you feel appropriate-phone number and e-mail are nice addi-
tions. Mail the letter. There is some sort of perception that it is better to take letters
to an event and press them into the hand of royalty or nobility personally. If this is okay
with them, it will work, but it's not necessarily more effective. There's a good chance of
things getting lost or mislaid at an event. Surface mail is not nearly as bad as it is
cracked up to be, but you must actually put correct postage on it and put it in a mailbox.
If you prefer to send the letter by an expedited fashion, once again find out the recipi-
ent's preferences in the matter: some people can accept expedited deliveries like Federal
Express at work, others cannot. Keep a copy. If you're sending e-mail, be sure to keep
some sort of copy for yourself as well.

Persistence: Sometimes, the Crown doesn't act on your recommendation in a given reign.
What to do? The least effective course of action is to go around and tell people that you
recommended the person and obviously they were "overlooked" or snubbed because of
politics. It is downright damaging to say this to the recommendee. What to do? Write,
write again. And again, if necessary. This is why keeping a copy of your letter in an elec-
tronic format, if that's what you've used, can be a tfime-saving measure. As time goes on,
you will have more activities and accomplishments to add to your recommendation. Per-
haps more people will get in on the recommendation act in the next reign, or your comrade
will cross the threshold of consideration in terms of activity, accomplishment and service.
Don't give up writing. The bottom line is, most people would be amazed if they knew how
few recommendation letters crowned heads actually receive. Everyone assumes someone
else is taking care of it. The power is in your hands to achieve that special notice for de-
serving gentles of merit.

-Countess Berengaria de Montfort de Carcassonne, OP
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Baronial Regnum

Coronets Baron Matsudaira Kentarou baron@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org,
Toshiyori & Baroness Sine baroness@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
ni Dheaghaidh
Seneschale Lady Murienne I’aloiere (336) seneschal@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
899-8799
Exchequer Lord Edmund Hawksworth exchequer@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
Chronicler Lady Caitlin MacDonoughue chronicler@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
Herald Lady Prudence the Curious herald@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
Chatelaine Lady Nuala ingen Magnusa (336) chatelain@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
508-0803
Minister Baroness Maeve Griffinsward moas@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
of A&S
Minister Lady Amye Elizabeth Barrington mol@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
of the Lists
Webminister  Lady Annora Hall webminister@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
Knight’s Baron Johan von Rothenburg knightsmarshal@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
Marshal
Rapier Open
Marshal
Archery Lord Edward De Witt archerymarshal@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org
Marshal
Chancellor Lady Ealasaid Mac Donald
Of Minors
Chirurgeon Lady Elizabeth (Shrewlet) of

Rosewood
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BARONIAL APPOINTMENTS

BARONIAL HEAVY CHAMPION
Lord Dubhghall mac Donnchaidh (David Stewart)
profstewart AT email.com

BARONIAL RAPIER CHAMPION
Vincenzo d'Este (Bradley Mills)

BARONIAL ARCHERY CHAMPION - OPEN

BARONIAL CAVALRY CHAMPION
THL Azenari Basandere (Jacquelyn Brown)
selene1090 AT aol.com

BARONIAL BARD
Lady Thamira ha Sopheret (Tammy Barr)
mamabookelf AT yahoo.com

BARONIAL ARTISAN
Lady Prudence the Curious (Esther Scott)
prudencecurious AT aim.com

BARONIAL SCRIBE - OPEN

BARONIAL BREWER
Lady Isabelle Lafara (Alexandra Stratton)
ceara AT houseberra.com

BARONIAL COOK
Lady Murienne I'Aloiere (Nikole Harrington)
dragonfly78 AT gmail.com

BARONIAL BEEKEEPER
THL Lorelei Greenleafe (Lorelei Elkins)
loreleielkins AT aol.com

BARONIAL YOUTH COMBAT CHAMPION - OPEN

BARONIAL YOUTH ARCHERY CHAMPION
Lord Vilhjalmr bani

BARONIAL YOUTH ARTISAN
Hamsa of Middlegate

PHOENIX GUARD
Captain: THL Christophe of Grey (John Atkins)
Lady Davina de Bruce (Diana Parsons)
Lord Jean Bartt (Bart Armstrong)
Lord Tim Arrowfinder (Tim Kincaid)
THL Lorelei Greenleaf (Lorelei Elkins)




BARONIAL ORDER PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE SACRED STONE
Lady Miriel Crawford (Tracey Ellis), 704-262-7124
miriel.crawford AT gmail.com

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE PHOENIX' EYE
Lady Annora Hall (Kathy Murphy)
annorahall AT yahoo.com

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE PHOENIX' CLAW
Lord Symon de Ipswich (Troy Peterson)

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE YEOMEN OF THE SACRED STONE

Page 18



Regnum (continued)

Canton Seneschals

Aire Faucon Baelfire Dunn
Lord Rurik Lebedov Till Cambell
Ryan Matthews tillfirehorn@yahoo.com
rurik@att.net
Charlesbury Crossing Crois Brigte
Lady Aminah bint al-Megal'lid Lord Robyn A’ Dearg
Kathy Jewell Robin Ried
kathygrimes@gmail.com twolfpax@yahoo.com
Middlegate Salesberie Glen
Lord Symon de Ipswich Lady Elunid
Troy Petersen Tracy Ellis

symondeipswich@gmail.com

All photos and artwork published with permission of the photographers and artists.
For more information please contact the chronicler.

This is The Phoenix, a publication of the Barony of the Sacred Stone of the Society for
Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Phoenix is available from Lady Caitlin MacDonoughue
(Ruth Harris) 136 Romany Lane, Mooresville, NC 28117 or caitlinofbaelfire-
dun@yahoo.com. Subscriptions are free. This newsletter is not a corporate publication of
the Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate
SCA policies. (¢) Copyright 2012, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.

For information on reprinting letters and artwork from this publication, please contact the
Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece.

Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.
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