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Letter from the Seneschal 

 

 

Greetings to the Populace! 

 

First, I would like to say that it made me proud to be the Seneschal of this Bar-

ony at our birthday when cup after cup was delivered to Their Majesties. It re-

ally shows that this Barony is truly the best Barony in the Kingdom of Atlan-

tia! 

 

Next, I'd like to mention that War of the Wings is coming up very soon (October 9-13) but, even 

before then, bids for War of the Wings IX are due as of October 1st! 

 

Last, with the crowning of Ragnarr and Lynette, we are entering a new reign. Their first event af-

ter Their Coronation will be in our Barony at War of the Wings. Please help make them feel wel-

come in our corner of Their lands. 
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Baronial Schedule 
 

 

Aug. 30 - Sept. 1 Sacred Stone Baronial Birthday — Sacred Stone is turning 31, so we’re 

 headed to Morocco!  Join us for feasting, fantastic garb, and a rich environ

 ment that anyone can enjoy. 

 

Sept. 15  Business Meeting — We will be meeting at 2:00 PM at 2063 South Main 

 Street, Mt. Airy.  (Mount Airy Wesleyan Church) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

September 2013 
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Canton Schedules 

Meetings 

Aire Faucon— N/A 

Baelfire Dunn -  N/A 

Charlesbury Crossing - First Monday of every month 

Crois Brigte - First Wednesday of every month, 6:30 PM 

Middlegate - Second Sunday of every month, 2:00 PM 

Salesberie Glen -  N/A 

 

A&S 

Aire Faucon -  Tuesday evenings at rotation locations 

Baelfire Dunn -  N/A 

Charlesbury Crossing -  Location to be announced. 

Crois Brigte -  Dates and locations will be published 

Middlegate - Tuesday  6-9- contact A&S Officer for address 

Salesberie Glen –Occasional Wednesdays, contact Lady Mari for dates 

 

Practices 

Aire Faucon - Will be held on canton nights as location allows 

Baelfire Dunn - Rapier practice:  Sundays at Bunker Hill HS 

Charlesbury Crossing - N/A 

Crois Brigte - Archery Practice on Sundays at rotating locations 

Middlegate - Wed. and Sunday Heavy Fighter Practice 

Salesberie Glen - N/A 
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September Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2013 

Location:   

Star of Bethlehem Church 

1355 Jonestown Rd   

Winston-Salem, NC 27103  

 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

Coronet 
 

Voting about policies today.  Thanks to 

those that helped to re-write them.  This 

helps to keep in compliance with king-

dom standards. 

 

We had an awesome event yesterday.  

The rain didn’t slow anybody down.  In attendance were 

28 newcomers.  The fiber solar turned out awesome with 

22 participants. 

 
 

 

Seneschal 
 

Everything is going great.  I have Bri-

anna as not-drop-dead deputy, and Illyr-

ia is drop-dead.  The meeting is moving 

around the barony, and next month is in 

Mount Airy.  There are lots of events coming up.   

Volunteer at WoW! 

 

 

Exchequer 
 

As of August 18th, the balance is 

$8,033.43. 

 

The barony sponsored a fete at Pennsic and brought back 

check for $93.  The numbers are not yet in for Flight of 

the Falcon.  People sponsored people for feast.  135 peo-

ple came out.   

 

I also need help at gate at Baronial Birthday. 

 

 

Chronicler 

 

Lady Caitlin has recently stepped down from this posi-

tion.  If you are interested in the position please submit 

your letter to:  

Seneschal@sacredstone.atlantia.org,  

Baron@sacredstone.atlantia.org, &  

Baroness@sacredstone.atlantia.org before SEPTEMBER 

12th. 

 

A decision will be made regarding this position at the 

Baronial Business Meeting on SEPTEMBER 15th.  

 

Herald 
 

1. Found several issues with the Warranted Herald list in 

relation to heralds residing in the barony. Have send 

questions to Kraken. 

 

2. According to the list as it stands we have 23 heralds, 

at least 5 are part of Triton Staff. (And I would like to 

add Master Bran to bring our total to a cool two dozen - 

but that is just me and it can't be official, sigh) 

 

3. Flight of the Falcon hosted a Royal Court. 

 

Names in Submission: 

At Society: Alesander Davidson, Stella da Lodi, Vincen-

zo d'Este 

 

Devices in Submission: 

At Society: Stella da Lodi, Vincenzo d'Este 

 

Heavy Marshal 
 

There are no issues or rules changes to 

report at this time. We had 12 armored 

fighters at the August Warriors Heart 

Challenge to include two new fighters. 

The Challenge seems to be going well and 

I hope that interest from the fighting community contin-

ues to grow. There was good fighting at both Flight of 

the Falcon and Sacred Stone Baronial Birthday, every-

one seemed to enjoy themselves. At Flight of the Falcon 

we were able to authorize a new fighter who had recently 

relocated to the Barony from Mid-realm. We were also 

able to authorize a new fighter in the Barony at Baronial 

Birthday.  
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Minister of Arts and Sciences 

 

The fiber solar went very well!  22 people joined in, and 

there were a lot of informal classes taught.  I hope to do 

it again soon, possibly at WoW.   

 

Baronial Birthday is coming up, and the A&S Baronial 

Champion will be chosen there.  Additionally there will 

be lots of competitions. 

 

Rapier Marshal 

 

No report given. 

 

Rafael has been hosting practices in Bunker Hill every 

other Sunday.  The next one will be on the 25th of this 

month. 

 

 

Archery Marshal 

 

No report given. 

 

Archery practice is still held once a month at Lorelei’s 

on Sundays. 

 

We are looking at a revision of rules concerning atlatl. 

 

 

Chatelaine 

 

Flight of the Falcon was awesome. 28 newcomers.  

Newcomers point help is needed at Baronial Birthday 

and WoW. 

 

 

Webminister 

Greetings to the Populace. 

 

Our web presence is still strong.  Many 

thanks go out to those who keep the con-

versation rolling on Social Media.  The 

plans to redesign the baronial webpage are still under-

way.  If you have pictures of yourselves in action 

(fighting, service, or arts) please consider submitting 

them to me with the appropriate release forms available 

at http://www.sca.org/docs/library.html under the Publi-

cations heading.  It is my preference to have these as ac-

tion shots rather than posed shots but please consider 

submitting any and we'll see how it goes.  Lastly, I am 

happy to announce Casey Jones has volunteered to lend 

his time and talents as a new Deputy for the Webminis-

ter's Office.  If you are interested in learning about how 

the web and social sites work, please contact me 

at annorahall@yahoo.com.  All skills are welcome. 

 

In Service,  

Lady Annora Hall  

 

 

Chirurgeon 
 

Baronial Birthday should be a nice, sim-

ple event.  I need many people at WoW 

(water-bearing, etc, as well as chirur-

geons-in-training).  We all need to have 

fun but be safe.  The new deputy is Ales-

sander Davidson 

 

 

Chancellor of Youth 
 

Some of the children were recognized in court at Flight 

of the Falcon.  There should be at least one page at Baro-

nial Birthday.  Thamira has officially passed her back-

ground check, so she is official in her ability to help.   

 

The baronial toybox project has been derailed slightly; 

we need to look into if we want to continue to do this. 

 

The Phoenix 
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CANTON REPORTS 

 

Charlesbury Crossing 

 

Our deputy seneschal is becoming excheq-

uer.  We are holding two fighter practices, 

one each on Sunday and Tuesday, and are 

thinking of Thursdays as well. 

 

 

Middlegate 

 

Middlegate continues to do new and exciting 

things. We continue with our open A&S 

nights at Geeksboro coffee house in Greens-

boro with regular attendance from our new-

comers and continuing interest from casual observers. 

We will soon be adding a monthly period games night at 

Geeksboro as well to run alongside their normal Friday 

games night. Ten of our newcomers were able to attend 

Flight of the Falcon and they each enjoyed themselves. 

Several of our members are working toward starting an 

acting troupe, so look for that in the near future.  

 

Baelfire Dunn 

 

We are preparing for Below the Salt in April.  

We also need scraps to stuff targets.  

 

Aire Falcon 

 

Our virtual meetings are a huge success.  The 

next meeting on Sept. 10 at 7:30 at Ingles.  

We are alternating online and face-to-face.  

Also, we are trying to get together A&S 

meetings – notably a portrait painting class!  

 

 

Crois Brigte 
 

We are still active, some throughout the 

kingdom.  Archery practice is going very 

well.  Looking for additional ideas for get-

togethers. 
 

 

Salisburie Glenn 
 

We just had a business meeting.  We have a 

warranted MoAS now. 

 

Old Business 

 

Baronial policy changes.  2 real substance changes: 

 

Matching wording to kingdom to baron and baroness 

(gender); archery and heavy marshals.  Gramatical/

spelling changes. 

 

2 abstainers; the motion passed. 

 

War of the Wings Heraldic Badge needs submission. 

 

Populace directory; contact info and such.  See Murienne 

for forms. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Chronicler call for letters; we will be voting on this at 

the next meeting. 

 

A proposal to purchase archery netting for WoW and 

other events.  These will help to collect arrows in target 

archery, not combat.  At least one is needed for WoW.  

The proposal was for $300; the vote passed unanimous-

ly! 

 

We are looking for a location for meeting in Charlotte.  

Wet Willies was proposed – it is free for meetings.  

There is a bar/food/etc, as well as a large meeting room.  

This will be the location for the meeting on 20th Octo-

ber. 

 

We need cups for their Majesties and newcomersWe will 

be stockpiling for Baronial Birthday, and then possibly 

painting afterwards.  Seneschals will collect these and 

communicate the need to their cantons. 

The Phoenix 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

Sacred Stone Baronial Birthday 

 

We are still going to Morocco.  Ealasaid is our cultural 

advisor.  A couple of classes will be happening happen-

ing (henna, scriptorium), merchants, 3:00 in the after-

noon is blessing dance lesson.  Music!  Camillo is cook-

ing!  Champions will be appointed.  Water gun fight.  

Childrens’ activities happening too.   A&S: non-

alcoholic drink competition, at least a gallon, populace 

vote.  Silent Auction competition.  Leather jewelry com-

petition. 

 

Champions are all being asked to do something for A&S 

(that’s legal). 

 

Champions being chosen in A&S.  There are four cate-

gories for this: feather, flame, white, green.  Heavy, rapi-

er, and archery are also being chosen.  Emails are en-

couraged to submit letters.  Ransom the Cure tourney is 

also going to be there.  Remember that the populace can 

also donate money to this cause. 

 

War of the Wings: Lots of A&S will be happening.  

There will be poetry, cheese, performing arts, and a 

championship.  Bardic circles: give info before event for 

calendar!  Backlog scrolls.  As always, get registered and 

get there.  A call is going out to volunteer!  Herald’s 

consult point is going to be co-run this year. 

 

In a Phoenix Eye: November 9th.  Staff and volunteers 

are still needed.  There will be lots of amazing A&S 

there to see and participate in.  ACCEPS should be ready 

soon.  This will take place at the Star of Bethlehem 

Church.  Bardic, youth, cook, and brewing champions 

will all be chosen there. 

 

Kingdom Unevent: December 7th.  It will be held at 

Bunker Hill, completely free.  There will be a fundraiser 

lunch, with details on the website.  There will be no clas-

ses, but officer and order meetings. 

 

Kingdom University: Will take place here at Bunker 

Hill High School in March.  More details coming soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September meeting will be on September 15th at 

2:00 PM, at the Mount Airy Wesleyan Church (2063 

South Main Street). 

The Phoenix 
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The Ipswich Mint: Part Two - The Hammered Coin. 

 

Background 

Since the process for producing hammered coins remained pretty much the same from the 1st millennium through 

the 15th - 17th centuries I will talk a bit about this process before I move on to articles specific to Roman Era coin-

age. 

Hammered coins were made in Venice until the 1770s. France became the first to adopt a fully machine-made coin 

(Milled Coin) in 1643. In England, the first non-hammered coins were produced in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 

I in the 1560s, but while machine-produced coins were experimentally produced at intervals over the next century, 

production of hammered coins did not finally end until 1662. 

Process 

Minting of money was restricted to guilds or mints which were authorized by the ruler to produce coins. Raw metal 

(typically silver) was used to produce coins of particular weights and sizes, and with markings that generally identi-

fied both the reigning sovereign, and the moneyer that produced the coin. The value of the coin was not stamped on 

the coin itself – its weight in silver defined its value. In fact, people sometimes cut coins into pieces to make change 

(a practice used in the middle ages forward). 

To mint coins using the hammered method, some basic tools were necessary. 

● Hammers 

● Shears 

● Facilities for melting silver 

● Scales 

● Punches for engraving 

● Files for shaping dies and punches 

Engraving Tools 

If you look at coins closely (like the example below), you can see that the patterns and words on the coin are made 

up of a relatively small number of simple shapes, like lines, arcs, triangles, dots, lozenges, and so on. Highly skilled 

engravers were employed to create portraits and other designs. These shapes are made by punches that created 

dents in the face of the die used to stamp the coin. Before creating coins, a moneyer had to create a set of punches 

that can create all the shapes and letters needed to make coin faces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A basic punch set might include these shapes: 

 

The Phoenix 
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Dies 

Coins were stamped between two dies, the top die (also called a trussel or hammer die) with 

the obverse (front) image, and a bottom die (also called a pile or anvil die) with the reverse 

(back) image. The diameter of a die typically matched the size of the coin to be made. An 

example of an Anglo-Saxon Silver Penny depicting Cnut was 20mm. For a Roman AE4 

coin, the die would have been 14mm in diameter, and a Roman Follis would have been 

26mm in diameter. These dies were generally made from iron, and were rarely hardened 

since the die material was much harder than the coin material already. Normally dies would 

last for a decent amount of time, even though they weren't hardened. A coining team could 

produce up to 20,000 strikes, wearing out a set of dies, in one day. During the 2nd century 

about 17 million Roman denarii were issued each year, so a year's issue required up to 1000 

dies; the bronze issues of the Constantinian period must have required many thousands of 

dies. 

To prepare dies for engraving, the Moneyer wanted to get the face of the die as flat and 

square as was possible (by square, I mean at right angles to the axis of the die). The way 

they would have gone about this was to run the die face along a file for a long time, check-

ing and turning the face as they went, until it was flat and square. Then the die face was pol-

ished in order to get smooth and shiny coins. A couple of people have told me that they 

would not have polished the dies in period, but in his 12th century treatise 'On Divers 

Arts', Theophilus discusses the use of sifted ground charcoal applied onto a piece of wool 

[6, pp. 102, 158], a brush made from brass wire [6, p. 114], and also finely scraped chalk applied to a cloth [6, pp. 

102, 158]. In his 16th century treatise on metals and metallurgy, 'Pirotechnia', Vannoccio Biringuccio recommends 

using fine pumice followed by an abrasive powder known as "tripoli" [7, p. 389]. Furthermore, with most extant 

medieval coins the areas without design elements are smooth; this could only have been attained by dies that have 

been faced and polished. 

 

Engraving the Dies 

The first thing to explain is that when dies were engraved everything was done in reverse! Everything created on 

the die would appear in mirror-image on the coin (the term for this is that the die is engraved "in intaglio", meaning 

reversed). It was not uncommon in medieval coins to see mistakes made in this process – a letter reversed, for ex-

ample. 

A coin die (in the Middle Ages) generally started with a line of pellets (dots) around the outer perimeter of the die. 

These were imprinted on period coins to prevent people from trimming the outer edges off and reducing the value 

of the coin. The obverse face typically had a rendering of the king, and the king's name or some slogan, while the 

reverse identified the Moneyer or mint that produced the coin. On Roman coins the obverse would have contained a 

likeness of the Emperor and an inscription with his name and any titles, while the reverse would depict any of a 

number of gods, depictions of battle and other pictures as well as further inscriptions to include mottos, mint, valua-

tion marks and control marks. 

Dies were typically engraved using a punch set and a hammer. The process was pretty straight forward; the engrav-

er would place a punch on the die face, align it carefully, and then tap it sharply with a lightweight hammer to get a 

good clean imprint. This was repeated until the desired design was finished. The same would then be done to the 

bottom die. 

The Phoenix 
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Making Flans 

A flan was a blank disk of metal that would be struck to make a coin. In period, silver or gold (the ancient romans 

also use bronze) was melted down, poured out into molds and hammered into sheets of a measured thickness, then 

cut into circles (flans) with shears. The flans were weighed, and any that were under-weight were melted down 

again and the process was repeated until a supply of accurately weighted flans had been produced. For high-value 

coins (like those made from gold), the flans would have been made intentionally too heavy, then after the coins 

were struck, they would be filed or trimmed to the exact weight, which allowed the final appearance of the coin to 

be adjusted before it left the mint. 

Striking Coins 

  

Figure 3 the Tools of a Moneyer 

 

When striking the coins, an anvil or large 

stump/block of wood with a hole drilled into it 

would have been used to aid in the process. 

One of the dies would have been placed inside 

of the hole, face-up. A flan would have then been placed on the bottom die, 

with the top die being placed face-down on the flan. The Moneyer would then 

wrap one hand around the dies in order to hold the top die vertical and keep 

the dies centered on the flan. Finally, either the worker or an assistant would 

strike the top die sharply with a sledgehammer, and thus a coin was produced. 

 

 

References 

Coffman, James, the Moneyers Handbook, Self-published, Reprint 2005. 

Hammered Coinage, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hammered_coinage 

Zander H. Klawans, Handbook of Ancient Greek and Roman Coins, Printed 2003 

 

 

Hlaford Symon de Ipswich 

Author 
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    Baronial Officers 
Baronage: Baron Matsudaira Kentarou Toshiyori & Baroness Sine ni Dheaghaidh.   

baron@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

baroness@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

 
Seneschal: 
Lord Etienne Le Mons 
etienne.le.mons@gmail.com  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Phoenix 
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Chatelaine: 

Kelly “Blix” Davis 
chatelaine@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

Chancellor of Youth: 
Thamira HaSopheret 
mom@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

Herald: 
Lady Prudence the Curious 
herald@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

Heavy Marshal: 
Lord Symon de Ipswich 
heavymarshal@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

 

Rapier Marshal: 
Lord Ghaltai Jida 
rapiermarshal@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

Archery Marshal: 
Lord Edward deWitt 
archerymarshal@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

Minister of the List: 
Lady Benefse Bint Zakariya 
mol@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.or 
 

Minister of Arts and Sciences: 
Lord Dreux D’Anjou 
Dreux.danjou@gmail.com 

Exchequer: 
Lord Edmund Hawkesworth 
exchequer@sacredstone.atlantia.org 

Chirurgeon: 
Lady Elizabeth of Rosewood 
chirurgeon@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 

Chronicler: 
N/A 

Webminister: 
Lady Annora Hall 
webminister@sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org 
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Baronial Appointments 

 

BARONIAL HEAVY CHAMPION Lord Dubhghall mac Donnchaidh (David Stewart) 

 profstewart AT gmail.com 

BARONIAL RAPIER CHAMPION Vincenzo d'Este (Bradley Mills) 

BARONIAL ARCHERY CHAMPION - OPEN 

BARONIAL CAVALRY CHAMPION THL Azenari Basandere (Jacquelyn Brown) 

 selene1090 AT aol.com 

BARONIAL BARD Lady Thamira ha Sopheret (Tammy Barr) 

 mamabookelf AT yahoo.com 

BARONIAL ARTISAN Lady Prudence the Curious (Esther Scott) 

 prudencecurious AT aim.com 

BARONIAL SCRIBE - OPEN 

BARONIAL BREWER Lady Isabelle Lafara (Alexandra Stratton) 

 ceara AT houseberra.com 

BARONIAL COOK Lady Murienne l'Aloiere (Nikole Harrington) 

 dragonfly78 AT gmail.com 

BARONIAL BEEKEEPER THL Lorelei Greenleafe (Lorelei Elkins) 

 loreleielkins AT aol.com 

BARONIAL YOUTH COMBAT CHAMPION - OPEN 

BARONIAL YOUTH ARCHERY CHAMPION Lord Vilhjálmr bani 

BARONIAL YOUTH ARTISAN Hamsa of Middlegate 

PHOENIX GUARD 

Captain: THL Christophe of Grey (John Atkins) 

Lady Davina de Bruce (Diana Parsons) 

Lord Jean Bartt (Bart Armstrong) 

Lord Tim Arrowfinder (Tim Kincaid) 

THL Lorelei Greenleaf (Lorelei Elkins) 

http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#heavy
mailto:profstewart%20AT%20gmail.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#rapier
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#archery
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#calvary
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/selene1090%20AT%20aol.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#bard
mailto:mamabookelf%20AT%20yahoo.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#artisan
mailto:prudencecurious%20AT%20aim.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#scribe
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#brewer
mailto:ceara%20AT%20houseberra.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#cook
mailto:dragonfly78%20AT%20gmail.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#beekeeper
mailto:loreleielkins%20AT%20aol.com
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#ycombat
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#yarchery
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#yartisan
http://sacredstone.atlantia.sca.org/pastapps.htm#pguard
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Baronial Order Principals 

 

 
 
PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE SACRED STONE 
Lady Nuala ingen Magnusa 

dalande@gmail.com  

 

 

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE PHOENIX' EYE 
Lady Annora Hall (Kathy Murphy) 

annorahall AT yahoo.com 

 

 

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE PHOENIX' CLAW 
Lord Symon de Ipswich (Troy Peterson) 

 

 

PRINCIPAL, ORDER OF THE YEOMEN OF THE SACRED STONE 
THL Christophe of Grey (John Atkins) 

mailto:annorahall%20AT%20yahoo.com
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Canton Seneschals 

 

 

 

 

All photos and artwork published with permission of the photographers and artists.  

For more information please contact the chronicler.  

 

This is The Phoenix, a publication of the Barony of the Sacred Stone of the Society for Creative Anach-

ronism, Inc. The Phoenix is available from Lady Caitlin MacDonoughue (Ruth Harris) 136 Romany Lane, 

Mooresville, NC 28117 or caitlinofbaelfiredun@yahoo.com.  Subscriptions are free. This newsletter is not 

a corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA poli-

cies. (c) Copyright 2013, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  

 

For information on reprinting letters and artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who 

will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece.  

 

Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. 

Aire Faucon 
Lord Rurik Lebedov 

Ryan Matthews 
rurik@att.net 

Baelfire Dunn 
Lady   Alexandria Chetwynd Montgomery 

   pensicnorthwind@yahoo.com  

Charlesbury Crossing 
Lady Zafira bint Miriam  

Susan French 
zafira1973@yahoo.com  

Crois Brigte 
Lord Robyn A’ Dearg 

Robin Ried 
twolfpax@yahoo.com 

Middlegate 
Lord Symon de Ipswich 

Troy Petersen 
symondeipswich@gmail.com 

Salesberie Glen 
Sir Axel 

Wayne Remes 

mailto:zafira1973@yahoo.com

